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ELL! my beloved bre- 

thren! the Prieſts have 

been with you I knew 

they would Wenn”, they 

have told you, what * 

am certain they will ſpare no pains to 

make you believe, that all I have been 

faying to you is mere  miſrepreſentation, 

either the airy tale of fiction, or r the ag. 
gravation of an enemy. 
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But 1 leech you, mip . Wet f 
* Chriſt Jeſus ! 1 earneſtly deſeech you 


elieve not them, believe not me, on our 


bare words. 


Your own experience will | bear me 
witneſs, that the practices of Confeflion, 
of Abſolution, of Pennance, of Extreme 


Unction, concerning which I have en- 
| deavoured to warn you, are not inven- 


tions of mine that they are practices, 
which your prieſts teach you to hold 
ſacred —and in which ye are inſtructed 
to believe that Salvation is' to be found. 


A by. Rome, in thoſe Ads of . 


which Rome herſelf cannot but acknow- 


ledge, her Conſtitutions, her Canons, her 
Briefs, her Bulls - in the Decrees of her 
ſeveral Councils, her fourth of Lateran 
particularly, and thoſe of Florence and of 


| Trent —in the Writings of thoſe 
her Advocates, on whoſe doctrines ſhe 


1p beſtowed the moſt * approba · 


tion, 


(is) 
tion,” and whoſe labours ſhe has reward-. 

ed with her higheſt dignities let 
Rome herſelf,, I ſay, be my voucher, 
| whether it is not among her tenets —— 
that the Confeflion made to the Prieſt 
of all fins committed after Baptiſm is 
neceſſary, in order to the obtaining of 
the Divine Reconciliation (2) —— that 
in her pretended Sacrament of Pennance 
the Abſolution pronounced by the Prieſt 
conſtitutes the whole efficacy of it (b)—- 
that the ſlighteſt remorſe for fin, even 
that, which ariſes merely from the ap- 
prehenſions of approaching death, or the 
dread of impending puniſhment, Ar TRI 
rio her Doctors call it, is, by virtue 
on priefily. 0 of ſufficient avail 
1 before 


(a) Innocent III. Decret. Conc. 111 1. 
can. 21.— Conc. Tip. Seſſ. 14. Cc. 4- — BELLARMs 
de Poenit. L. 3 3. — 80% T. 4. Dif. 38. 
$A. 2. 497. * 

- (6) Conc. Ta1Den. Sefl. 14. ny ean. , 18: 
Buttanznn de Poenit. E k. c 8. Fe 


423 


the ſame (4). 


66.9) | 

before God (c) —— that the Pope is 
God's Vicegerent upon earth, his tri- 
bunal the ſame as God's, his ſentence 
that the Power of 
Princes is ſubordinate and in ſubjection 
to the Power Eccleſiaſtical (2) — that 
the Pope can depoſe whom he will, 
give his dominions to whom he will, 
and _ * all the moſt ſacred obli- 

|  gations, | 


(e) Conc. Trp. Seſſ. 14.—SoTo ſent. 4. dil 14. 
d. 1. art. 1. — ABELL I Medulla — 
PRxOvIxc. Let. 10. 

(4) Guer di Paolo. V. p. 210. 1 de 
Cuncil. L. 2. c. 15. et 17.— et de Romane 1 
IL. 4. c. 1, 2, 3. et. L. 5. c. 6, 

(e Es rus in Roman. 13. 1.— ö Alx 
contra Praefat. Monit. Jas. Reg. Angl. c. 15. — et de 
Romano Pontifice, L. 5. c. 7, 8. — et de Poteft. Sum 
Pontif. in rebus temporalib. — It is remarkable, that this 
laſt Piece of Bellarmin's was condemned by the Parlia- 
ment of Paris November 6, 1610, as containing poſitions 
highly injurious to the Rights of Sovereigns, and tending 
to encourage rebellion and treaſonable attempts againſt 


them. But the execution of the Arr/t was ſtopped by an 


Order from the Queen Regent. Voyez Vie de RichEx 
par Baillet — ©©-Clerici Rebellio in Regem, ſays Ema- 


nuel Sa, © non eſt crimen Laeſae Majeſtatis, quia non eſt 
_ * ſubditus Regi“ — Apboriſm. Lib: dl. 1599. 


p 


0 A * 
— by tas ſubjects ſtand bound 


their temporal ſovereigns ()) 


\ 
? | 


wp of ) Cardinal hs 1 3 au Tien an en 
161 5— this Cardinal's diſtinction ſhews, what is the 
policy of Rome —— the murdering of Kings he holds in 
deteſtation; but then he inſiſts, that, when depoſed by the 
' Pope, they are no longer Kings Ergo “ Reges 
* ct Magiſtratus temporales,” fays alſo Salmeron the 
Jeſuit, * Pontificis praecepto tanquam Chriſti verbo obe- 
dire habent, et, fi reſiſtant, poteſt eos  tapquam < contu- 
i maces punire, imperio et regno privare, rum ditio- 
nes alteri Principi tradere, et eorum ſubditos-ab obedi- 

< entia illis debità et juramento facto abſolvere. SAL-+ 
© MERON. Opera om, 4. part 3. tract. 4. p. 411. 
Colon. 1602. 1604. — Suarez goes even farther — . Si 
Papa Regem deponat, ab illis paterit expelli, vel in- 
© terfici, quibus ipſe id commiſerit. Quod ſi nulli exe- 
« cutiohem imperet, pertinebit ad legitimum in regno 
« ſucceſſorem; vel fi nullus inventus fuerit, ad Regnum 
« ipſum ſpeQabit 3 Communitas Regni in illo jure ſuc- 
cedet. Ipſa vero petente auxilium ab aliis Principibus, 
« ilſud praeſtare poterunt, ut per ſe conſtat. Si autem 
« Pontifex aliis Regibus poteſtatem tribuat invadendi 
* tale Regnum, tum juſtè fieti poteſt. Nam Rex ipſe 
jam non et Rex. Ideoque neque jam propriè poſſent- 
« dici proditiones, ſiquae conjurationes contra ipſum fie-: 
« rent; neque cives tenerentur, ſaltem titulo fidelitatis 
© aut ſubjectionis, illas revelare” — JAR Defenſ.. 
Filei Cathelicae Lib. 6. c. 4. Vid. quoque Conc., 
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that che 1 FR 
parted Saints to the benefit of thoſe, 


whom he is willing to favour, belongs 
to him (g) —— that he can remit fins, 


not "only to the living, but alſo to the 


tory, und give to the tormented 


fouls tern iate entrance into the abodes 


of happineſs (0) —— that faith is not to 
be kept with heretics, and that the 
blackeſt of deceits and molt ſavage cru- 
cities —_ their nature, Rs em- 
| _ Ployed, 


22 — 


Nen Ds Manca Ie Concert, Sacerd. et Imp. 
L 4- c. 16. ret Mono ad Cardinal Barberioum, EI. 


27. apud Antiquitates Ecdl. Orientalis. Voyez auſſi 


n de Gregoite VII. (Conciles du P. Hardouin, 


an 2075) et Henavur. Hiſt. Chronologigue de France. 
- 1. p. 152, 153-——et. Apologie pour I. Chaſtel exe- 
cuts @ mort at pour les Eſcbolliers de la Societẽ de Jeſus 


unit du Raume de France, contre Þ Arreſt de Parlament 
dm contr aur Paris . 1594. * U de _ 


rom Conſtantin. 


( Buy ran. Segue: Abs c. e ne 


gentiis As Le T. 1. W 16. 9. 
8. et 6. 


t he can force open the gates of 


©) Vi pa. Fra raste e 4 m 1 I | 


„„ 2A00).- - 
to be deemed heretics, whom the Pope's | 
ntence has declared ſo to be (() 
that whomſoever the Church ſhall re- 
fuſe to abſolve upon earth, Chriſt him- 
ſelf cannot abſolve in heaven, bound, as 
he is, by his own . promiſe to . ratify 
whatſoever ſentence his miniſters ſhalt” 
have et” hers below ( * — chat | 

| r the ; 


” 
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+ $ A Pay 


0 Conc:LAaTERAN. IV: c. 3.—AENEAs SYLvIUS - 
Hiſt Bob. c. 36. p. 73 — Vox DER HARD HP. lit, 
Ref. 1, 4. — L.EN ANT. Hiſt. du Con. de Conſtance I. 3. 
et here may be ſeen the fate of John Hus 200 Jen 
of Prague, and the iſſue of the faith plighted to them — 
| Vide et FamIan. STRADA. Dec. 1. I. 2 — See alſo 

Trial: of OLpcastLE, Lord Cobham, Emery; Aa 
Tom, 9. | : 


0 Conc. LATERAN: Iv. — - Bull IN co 
Domini. . | „ 4 


(00 BELLARM, de Poenit. 1. 3. e. hens at 
ſays this Cardinal, is there any kind of promiſe in 
6 Holy Scripture of pardon of fins to thoſe, who confeſs 
* them only to God — promiſſio de remittendis pecea - 
tis iis, qui confitentur Deo peccata ſua, non videtur 
«ſl exſtare in divinis literis.” This kind of Confeſ- 
ſion is called by ſome of the Romaniſts -* Confeſſio frau- 
0 2 a fravtiglent Fee, i. e. the Prieſt is defrauded 

| - Ws ** 
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8 * 
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1 
the Pope cannot err, and that, there 
fore, hatſoever he decrees muſt, without 
the leaſt heſitation, be implicitly ſubmitted 
| "o. nh to tall in ee his power 


N aber, my beloved 8 have I 
a aggravated matters, in relation to the pur. 
| poſes, of which Rome has made this * doc- 
© trine of an Abſolving Power the inſtru- 
ment. I appeal to the teſtimony of your 
own Writers. I appeal to the Annals 
of the ſeveral e 25 the Chriſti 
World. Ws 


Did 2 Payio find. himſelf ſo Ade by 
2 A of hungry minions? or had he 
by his vanity and ſenſual exceſſes. drain- 
ed the papal treaſutes ? this was the 

Fund, from which new ſupplies were 


0 be had. Under pretence of ſome pi 


ition to be 4 or ſome 


ous E 10 
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ſacred Work to be carried on, - pardons 
were offered to all, who ſhould contri- 
bute to the aſſiſtance of Holy Church; 
and Collectors were diſpatched, who, 
by vending - his indulgences, and ſetting 
crimes at a price, plundered Province 
after province, marking their way, like 
| miniſters of the infernal world, by the 
6 miſery and. the diſſoluteneſs they 
left behind them, where- ever they * 
W 


% 


Such * account, arbiich thi b beſt Wri- 
ters; (n) thoſe even of your own Com- 
munion, give of this infamous traffic. 
Urban Il in 1095 began the trade, which 
| roſe. to ſuch an height under Leo X 
in 1517, that ſeveral of the Prelates of 
Gen. otharmiſe, well affected to the 

RP: eee 


S + 3213 


(*) Gviccranvinr ——Fra Paoro — Dorix 
Vid. etiam Onus Ecclefiae Joh. Epiſc. Chiem apud 
VoxpeRHARDT — et OaTHUII GRAT1 Faſci- 
cul, rerum expetend. at fugiend. repurgat. oper Eduardi 


Brown. T. 1, Lond. SP UsszAMlun . "RW 
et Staty, Ovid Feel. Occid· 


8) 


See of Rome, oppoſed, to . the utmoſt of 
their power, the opening of this Mart 
of corruption within their n dio- 


An. 3 ta "Ho * 
„ 22 9 T „ 


And no e ir he manners 
of thoſe Preachers of Indulgences, and 
their method of putting off their Wares, 
were what hiſtory ſpeaks them to have 
been. Their way of life I ſhall not 

inſiſt on —it was to the higheſt degree 
ſcandalous. (% But a ſample of their 
| preaching may be of uſe. Ve will fee 


by it, what is the ſtyle. of . with 
Ou to Abſolutions. 15 bag ec 


* Every one of you,” 7 (aid wee Miſh 
onaties, © may now have a paſſport, by 
« means of which he ſhall,” without in- 
= tertuption, and ſafe from the pains of 
« Purgatory, go ditectly on to the hea- 
A AN e — Paradiſe. De 'wot 


I " die _ 


je { 


| We | * 0 ae e e e 3 plot | 
| precac” e yfocark fa le taverne LY facolta* di Uberar 
Panime de * Purgatorio-  Guicelard, 4+ is 


— 


(48). 


«ye e cenũder, that if ye travel to Rome, 
t to any other place in queſt 


doubtleſs of Indulgences 
«ar dangerous, and letters of f Eb 


e muſt be purchaſed at a large expence ? B 
« And yet ye will not, at ſo ſmall I 


« price as a Quarter-F lorin, take a paſs 
* here, by which your money is ſaved, 
« your ſouls dre ſaved, and ſecure of being 
conducted into Heaven. — In the name 
« of our moſt holy father the Pope, in 
the name of the moſt holy Apoſtolical 
« See, in the name of my moſt reverend 
«Lord the Legate, I declare unto all, 


* who ſhall have received this Jubilee, . 


«2nd this Confeſſion, and ſhall have 


contributed to the "building of the 


1 * of the Prince of the Apoſtles” 
for that was the pretended pur- 
be f theſe ' contributions —— that 
« they, their fathers, and mothers, rela- 
40 tions, benefiQors, even thoſe of chem, 
« who are already departed,” hall have 


; ere for ever m all the prayers, ſuf- 
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(74) 


* | Frages, alms, faſtings, oriſons, . maſſes, 
< canonical hours, diſciplines, pilgrimages, 
< ſtations, papal benedictions, and in all 
* other ſpiritual , goods, which have, or 
* hereafter for ever ſhall have, place in 
* the Church Militant. .. Do not ye hear 
© the voice. of your Relations and others 
« * crying to you from Purgatory, and re- 

* proaching you, becauſe ye will not 
«at ſo cheap a price ſet them free from 
< their cruel torments ? —— Ye Prieſts, 

« ye Nobles, ye Merchants, Women and 

« Maidens, young and old, come into 
60 this Church, which is now to you the 
“Church of St. Peter ; z viſit this Holy. 
<« Croſs, which has been. ſet up for you, 
« and. which calls on you aloud ——» 
« even ye, whom the Church has pro- 


« «© nounced accurſed, ye Uſurers, ye Mor- 


„ derers, ye Criminals. of whatſoever 


c claſs, hear the calls of ; mercy. — Such = 


15 is the efficacy of the _ boly_ remedies, 
« to. which we invite you, that if . any 


=. Yr Red been guilty of offering 


, « violence 


"4 


"4 4 
* 
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we 


| (15) 

te violence to the Mather of God, he ſhould 
« he abſolved by virtue of theſe. Tndut- 
G E _ 


And yet, abotninable as this ah is, 
fig! more. dreadful is the form, in which 
this Power of © binding and looſing” 
has often ſhewed itſelf, hunting for the 
precious life, and uns out Wes and 
defalation. 1 


* Was lg a . who bak i any 
wſt of empire, or thirſt of revenge, to 
pratify ? a Pope, who found- it his in- 
tereſt to be aſſiſtant to the ambitious VIEWS 
of any of his faithful Votaries —— _ 
ſtraight, ſome ill-fated Prince, or wretched 
People, whom an impatience of oppreſſion 
had rendered obnoxious, was fingled out 


fordeſtruQtion. | Interdicts and Excommu- 
| nications were iſſued —— Croifades were 
| publiſhed --— the ' Cauſe of lawleſs ty- 
* _ Pronounced to be the cauſe of 
en 
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1 — and 8 remiſſion ot. ſins' and 
a © certainty. of ſalvation were promiſed 
| unto all, who ſhould fight the BAT TLES 
OF THE ALMIGHTY. Urged on by 
hot-brained zeal, or perhaps induced by 
the proſpect of plunder and unbridled 
licentiouſneſs, | Numbers ranged them- 
ſelves under the Sacred Banner. And 
thus, monſtrous blaſphemy! in the name 
of the Prince of mercy N peace were 
armies ſent forth, whoſe wanton ſpread- 


ing of the waſte of war, (q) if Hiſtory 
may be credited, is but the ſmalleſt 
part of the _ _ rn erde 
Lich. 1 


* Lg 
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| Ts. n 1 was bold 
en to nnter ria bann of the 
whoſoever made light of her excommu 
nications —— or even afforded...compa- 


* [3 "4 A * - * . 
| 4 : 
% 4 *— 1 1 5 3 
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| (9) Henavir Hiſt. de France, T. 2. 920, &. 


(17) 

ſſon and retreat to the victims ſhe per- 
ſued — were, in the language of her 
adherents, monſters of irreligion and 
impiety, on whoſe devoted heads the 
vengeance of heaven was on the point 
of being poured down. Whilſt ſedition 
and every kind of furious outrage, the 
plunging the dagger in the boſom .of 
Princes, and the drenching a land in the 
blood of its inhabitants, became, if Popes 
ſo decreed, actions well ſeeming in the 
ſight of the Almighty, and the certain 
— of eternal happineſs! 


The fallbrin gs of the unhappy - Val- 
dg and Albigenſes in the ſouthern 
provinces of France and throughout the 
Vallies of Savoy (7) the indignities 
offered to Raymond Count | f Thou 


Wo! Ne * 6. et 27. Fax PRorO 
| Cone. di Trento. LI Tiber Sententiar. Inguifft. 
W 7 holes. apud Liunozen Hiſt. Inquiſit. — 


SraAp. Dec 1. I. 2. p. 67 & ſeg, —— Uss RTS 


on de Chriſt, Ecel. Succeet Statu. c. 0 RACLP 


T. 1. p. 200. 210, 212. 


(err) 


Jas {5 the weden of the pride and 
amditioh or Innocent III — the uſurpa- 


tons of Hildebrand, net! under the 
nate of Gregory VII, ant his infolent 
treatment of the Emperot Henry IV ( 
dhe humiliation. 6f che Rmperbr Fre- 
dec by the baughty Aletander () wu 
| Se attempts or Benimee VIII agaitft 
Philip Ix ef Frante {w) the diſtrefts 
ef eur ſetend Henry by means of the 
Kiitidus | Becket (x) — and the devaſta- 
on ef me en e * dae 
| 12 3 under 


" ty THYAWUE Sed ben anh. 6 
HN AUT T I 1. p. 200+ 204. N tyyy 
51) RickzRus de Kccleſ. et Politic. Poteſtate 
Usskkius, ubi fupra - Heiss Hilt. de VEmpite 
— n ere nnen 


Mt. P. 100. / EMEA V 


z. Pope e . Ussgnrus —— 
ILLEMONT Bowes Lives of the Popes. 


(a); Recherches d' ETIExX NB PASQUIER L. 3. c. 7. 
. Marca de Conc. Sacerdot et rd * 
 Hixavar T. 1. p. 256, 257. 
[) Pol ro. vans. mn Hearc l. L. ies 
— E N. Au. 55 
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(19) 
under king John: 3 J- are, dut * Aa 


thouſand more, - proofs fully ſoſficient of 
nn nne 117 


Not to bring into account thoſe Vio- 
lences, which, he is "leſs willing 8 to avow 


—the een e of t the two Heprls (s) 
of 


* * " F1 * F ; I, a 
r EF ; © 3 4 8 } 1 » 
LY (3 "© P * , *. k ; * i 3 4 1 * 


” * | 


9) rok rp. Vin." in * * _ Hevavrt 
7. 1. P. 201. A D FEES Ft 

(z) The hiſtory of 98 oY Das * ala: 
fi of Henry Ill, affords an affecting inftance of the fatal 


endency of the Roman Tenet of binding and lag/ang- 
kccuſtomed to conſider the king as aceurſed before God, 
xecauſe excommunicated by the Pope, and urged on by 
the furious declamatipns of the zealotepreachers of thoſp 
days, and by what certain Diyinęs warmly maintained, 
that Henry was a rebel and an outcaſt, and that thezgfore 
it was lawfu] to deſtroy him, he conceived the project of 
executing! the diyine vengeance on this unhap y Prince : 
ſome hot-brained bigotted Monk, to whom 14 app lied, 
confirmed him in his reſolution, and aſſured vim. 58 
ſuch an action cayld not fail of being highly meritorious 
in the fight gf God, and would certainly ecure to him 
Eternal Salvatian, . So far however may all this be called 
the Rage of Party and Religious Phrenſy. But what are 
We go think of Pope Sixtus, who, coolly and after matyre 
deliberation, pronounced in full Conſiſtory the e panegyric 
A dus wietch, ſpeaking of him as of the Champion of 
A „ „ . coor 


(20) 
of France, and of the firſt William of 


Orange —— the perfidious maſſacre of 
the Proteſtants in France under Char- 
les IX (4) — and of thoſe in Ireland 
under Charles I (5) — the Gun-powder 
Conſpiracy under our firſt James 
the faithleſs Revocation of the Edict of 
Nantes i in 1685, and the numberleſs cru- 
elties conſequent thereupon : theſe, 
and many more, in which high notions, 


4 


88 Almighty, and wy even the + laſphemonu infolener't 
fay, that the admirable and amazing Enterprize, which 

| he had atchieved, was a Deed not leſs glorious, than the 
Incarnation of the Son of God, and the myſtery of the 
Ly of the — af che world. 'TaHyAnu 
96 
As ſor Ravaillac, the Aﬀaffin of Henry Iv, Sion 


were his inciters, which indeed Hiſtory has left doubtful, 


yet at leaſt is it certain, that be was moved to the perpe- 
tration of this parricide by à zeal for Holy Church, and 
an 4 — of ſeeing the Heretics ſuffered to remain in 
France · - Rig. Continuat. Tbuan. Ink ic... 


(a) Adden Execrable, ſays; a Roman Catholic Hiſtorian 
and Prelate, qui n'ayoit jamais eu, et qui n'aura, s $'i] plat 
a Dieu, j Jamais de ſemblable ! —— PzrzsixE.. - 


- (b) Rogen T.Ornany's WP to Father Welk 
Temple. Hume. | 


* . © 
(.2T-) - 


at leaſt, of Papal Cenſures, if not + thei im- 


mediate approbation, and perhaps en- 


couragement, | of the | Papal Toure, had 
the moſt conſiderable ** 1 


And be not ki u priſed, my W 8 
ihren, at theſe thin gs. He, to whom the 
heart of man is beſt known, has told us, 


that grapes are not to be 2 from | 


85 thorns, nor ige from thiſtles. 


* 


Be not 15 ſurpriſed, that from 


2 Doctrine, whoſe genuine fruits are Vio- 


lence and Bloodfhed, Violence and Blood- 
| ſhed ſhould proceed. Even in relation 
to yourſelyes, ſhould | yo imagine, that 


it would nat operate in the ſame man- 


ner, in caſe its influence were fully 
preſſed on you, ye miſtake your own 
hearts. Will the hand of the Zealot re- 
fuſe to graſp the knife, which that Power, 
whoſe Abſolutions he holds to be the 

Abſolutions of heaven, and whoſe. Accur- 
| ug. the Accurſings of God | himſelf, 
commands 
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. n 2 N W be EE 2 Fra — . nk tree RE mms j — — 2 — 
— * 7 rn r e e r D. ee Sa Us en EG EEE ke Yo et en * 1 ET EE 
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* 
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commands him en PAIN' er DAMNATION 
tion, of gratitude, of nature, reſtrain 
him from byrying it in the throat even 
of the friend he loves deareſt, if once 
wrought upon to believe, that the for- 
| | cools be — . _ on 

* * 


»K 


1 not aden — 1 We ie & to 
you, again, my beloved brethren, at any 
miſchiefs wrought by this, baneful doc- 
tene. They are the genuine fruits of 
I. Scarcely even the honeſteſt principles, 
and ſcarcely even the moſt, humane 
Heart, are proof againſt - it. © And, when 
once poſſeſſed thoroughly by its influ- 
ence, every man is a Fawkes (ON every 
man a Ravaillac 32 mY 114 a _Cle- 
went. © ads to Þ | 


* 
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(ch The fide, who bad undertaken by 1510 6 
match in the gunpowder- plat. 
a See above Note 2. 
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And nererthelels, except ye wilt 
cloſe Four eyes againſt the fulleſt evi · 
dence, ye tnuſt ſee, that this is the Re- 
ligion of Rome, and this the ſpirit of 
her tenets the Religion and the Spi- 
rit, I ſay not, of ſome unauthoriſed ſe- 
eond⸗- rate Doctots, on whom it has of 
old been the trick of this artful Church 
to eaſt the blatne, in order to flip aſide 
from whatſoever charge has been brought 
againſt her bat the Religion and 
the Spirit of her Cardinals, of her Popes; 
of her Councils. mh 


© Your Prieſts themſelves will hardly 
have the. effrontery . to deny it. But 
mould they hefitate=< bid them conſult 
the Acts of the fourth Council of La- 
teran and the Canons and Anathe- L 
mas of that of Trent, thoſe particulacly | 
of the fixth and fourteenth ſeffions —— 
bid them read over with attention the 
Proceedings of that Political and wily 
Council, even as drawn, up W Pallavi- 
cini, 


( 24 ) 
cini, the advocate, the panegyriſt, of 
Rome, who was avowedly employed to 
counteract | the impreſſions, which the 
more. faithful pen of Paul Sarpi had 
made on the world bid them ſtudy 
che Conſtitution and Interdict of Paul v 


againſt the State of Venice (7) —— the 
Brief of Indulgences publiſhed by Leo 
X (g) — the blaſphemous Bull of Alex- 


ander VI in 1493, (5) in which he 
took on him to parcel out, as he liſted, 
the -  new-diſcovered  Ainerican | World, 
| boaſting 


Y Fit. del P Paoto Guerra di Pao V. 
(2) Fra. PAoLo Conc. di Trento l. 1. 
(5) De noftr4 mera Liberalitate, ſays this worthy Vi- 

cx of than, © whoſe kingdom. was not of this word, ac 

de Apoſtolicae Poteſtatis plenitudine, omnes Inſulas et 

Terras firmas inventas et inveniendas, detectas et dete- 

gendac, &c. AvcroriTaTE Ouxrrorzwris Dzt 

XoB1s 18 BxaTo PETRO CONCESSA, ac ViCARIA- 

Tus JzsU CHrIsT1, qua fungimur in terris, Dams, 

ConctDinus, As8iGnamus, Voſque et Hieredes, 

&c, Dominos Facimvs, ConsTITUIMUs, et Deev- | 

raus, &c.— Corps Diplomat. du Droit des Gens 
T. 3 Far-. 2 E 


CA 
boaſting: himſelf, as the Grand Deceiver 


did before him, that to him was de- 


-.4Y livered the power of all the kingdoms 
« of the world, and the glory of them, 
« and that to whomſoever he would he 
* gave it” the Bull In Coenã Domini 
by Pius V (i) that of Sixtus V 
againſt our Elizabeth . the per- 
fidy of Sixtus IV to the Family of Me- 
dicis {i the lives of Gregory VII, 
of Paſchal II, of Boniface VIII, of Julius 


U, &c. &c. —— the plea of Garnet the 


Jeſuit,” (n) that © the Cunpowder plot 
D te was 


(i) This Bull, publiſhed by Pius in 1 568, is read 
every Year at Rome on Holy Fhurſday ; and by it all 
Princes and -Qthers are. excommunicated, who ſhall ex- 
act from Eccleſiaſtics. any contributions whatſoever ; ot 

attempt to ſubject them to the Civil Power. The Parlia- 


ment of Paris pronounced Arret e this Ballin 


1580. Hanavie T. x. N 504. 


40 A” di Sifto v. — rege. 


E 


ch Dueres Hi de Louis XI, T2 N e 
n e Garnet's en * et ente 
, 133. F 
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( 26): 


& was revealed to him in Confeition, and 


a brunt that he could not divulge 
it (n) — and the principles of this 


very Garnet maintained and defended by 
the Creatures of Rome (0) ——— and 
then let them ſay, wherein have 1 8 
e — 


And if at any time has 855 hs A 
fille by a Prelate, whoſe integrity led 


bim to attempt the confining. of this | 


wide-ravagin g torrent of power. within A 


Darrower . channe],  contradiftion and diff. 


n 


x | N culties 


(n) Though there is MED conſon to ee that even 
this was a falſhood. Reg- Iac- Op... 


. Matters revealed in Confeſſion ern 


66 vulged, though one's own life, and even the preſerva- 
|< tion of che whole State, depended on it” ; ſays Tolet 
the Jeſuit, — Inſtit. Sacerd. L. 3. c. 161 — And 
< the Conſeſſor, if put to the queſtion, may ſwear, that 
c he received no ſuch Confeſſion, and the Penitent may 
& ſwear likewiſe, that he confeſſed no ſuch thing — 
« EMAN. SA Apbor. ad Cunfaſſir. — See to the fame 
purpoſe whit Caſaubon relates of Binet the Jeſuit: 

Iſaac Caſaubon. Epiſt. 630 ¼ Vid. etiam Apoligian 
Eudai mon. Foannis apud Tuv UANUM ubi ſupra ©. 


(; 27.), 
culties has he ever met in his way, and 
uy world. been tayght to conſider him 

A ſpiritleſs dotard, whoſe trembling . 
hat knew not how to manage the | reins 
of government. 


0 , 
; * 4% 29 


— 


Such the fate oe! Adrian VI, a Prelate, 
who, if Rome were a place, Where an 
| npright heart and unblemiſfed manners 
claimed reſpect, ſhould have been had in 
laſting reverence. And yet even one of 
your Cardinals is not aſhamed of charg- 
ing him with weakneſs, becauſe he freely 
acknowledged, afid” ſought to remove, 
the flagrant abuſes, which ambition and 


avarice | had introduced into the Papal 
Court 


& Theſe inftenAions" — — ſpeaking.. of 
the inſtructions, which he gave to ths” 
Nuncio ſent by him to the Diet at Nu- 
remberg 1522, in. Which he made the. 
moſt ingenuous acknowledgment both of 
the corruption, that Fe and of the 


At 42:1 122 Ph: D 2 425 boufcß. 


ö 
| 
| 


5 28 ) 
ſource, from whence it had in great mea- 
ſure proceeded — 3 theſe inſtruQions,” 
fas he, OR give us cauſe to with, that 
«he had been endowed with more pru 
&« dence and circumſpection. () "He 


| calls his plans of reformation * viſionary 


« ſchemes, very fine in ſpeculation, but 


| « not adapted to the nature of affairs.” (q) 


« — Better,” ſays he again, « had it been 
for the State, that his heart had not 
been quite ſo good, and his underſtand- 
*< ing ſomewhat more vi jgorous. )— 
He was however, he obſerves, be an ex- 
4 cellent Eccleſiaſtic, N but a ſorry 


12 __ ” 9 . Fg 


LE ,) Una tale 2 ha fatto defiderare in lui 


| maggior prudenza et circumſpezione, —— Pallavicin 


a del Conc. di Trento 1. 2, c. 7. 


. (94) I ſuoi zelanti diſegni erano idee e belliſlve | 
a contemplarſi, ma non forme proporzionate alla condi. 


zone della materia. l. 2. Wh: | 


er I governo meglio fi unde n = una-hontd w. me; 
diocre accompagnata da ſenno grande, che da una N 
ta fornita di picciol ſenno * 2. „7 


<(s) Fu Eecleſiaſtico ottimo, Pontifice in verita me- 


diocre. 2 c. 6. 


/ 


(29) 
"And, indeed. the Cardinal does not fuffer 
us to be far to Teck for what he ac- 
counts the excelle ence of a Pope': s cha- 
rater to confiſt i in, by the care he takes 8 
to palliate the faults of Julius II, a rah, 
violent, "Imerious, | man, WO -QUliPhited 
in the tumult of wat, and; iniſtead of 
being the common father, was the ſpoi- 
ler and ravager of thiſe nations, of 
which he pretended heaven had con- 
figned.. to him. the charge; 3 and who, . 
had he lived ſomewhat longer, would 


probably” have been ſtripped of à *power, 
of Which he had #baled fa; eee. 


. TC we 
4 Hut, 


1 1 ogy dotato, 7 Palenen, di Mpiriti eccelſi, a a tal 
che ſe foſſe ſtato principi di dominia ſol temporale, me- 
riterebbe deſſer contato fra 180 Eroi — — — Certamente 


What nis hes ie w, may be Gan! at N 
in Guiceiardini, a cotemporary of his, and who had 
full opportunity of taking a near viem of the man- 
ners * the Sour of Rome i i in his Tone: of the 

| "pine 


1 39) 
But, te admitting that views of am- 
e pition or avarice may now and then 
ee have occaſioned matters to be carried 
e beyond the gue bounds, aſk him“ — 
your prieſts will ſay to you ally 8 Whe- 
tt ther the Fathers of dhe earlier ages, 
te even thoſe, a liyed neareſt the days, 
13 7˙ and 


Ae ec Kae dd Dei EI bf France, be 
tells us, that be endeavoured to excite the king of Eng- 
land, Henry VIII, to make war againſt France, and had 
prepared a Bull, 1 which the title of moſt Chriſtian King 
was to be tiansferred to the king of England, and the 
king of France was ta be declared depriyed of all his titles 
and dignity, and his kingdom given to the firſt occupier. 
Ooncitava II Red'Inghiltera alla guerra; alquale haveva 
ordinato che per decreto del Concilio Lateratzenſe ſe 
transferiſſe il nome del Re Chriſtianiſſimo; ſopra laquel 
cola era gia ſcritta una Bolla, contendoſi in efla medeſi- 
mamente la privatione della dignitate et del titolo di Re 
di Francia, concedend 0 quel Regno a quit nque bo occu. 
paſſe. 1.17. fol. 325. ee 1 
And Hotman i in his Rrutum Fulmen p. 40. tells us, that x 
he had expreſsly romiſed remiſſion of fins to all aſlaſſins, 
who ſhonld by any means deſtroy even one Frenchman: 
ut praemium etiam percuſſoribus polliceretur peccatorum 
amnium veniam et impunitatem, 5 vel unum ne. 
. modo trucigare. * 
: e auſſi Mezerai * Chron. N. 4. 


* 


8 £ 


/ 


(3x ) 

2 40 muſt have been beſt acquainted 
« with the opinions and practices, of the 
6 Apoſtles, did not exerciſe. a power of 
e abſolving, and whether therefore ſuch 
eg; power muſt not be ſuppoſed to be 
K reſident in the Church, however men 


«© may at ſometimes have exceeded | in 
« the application or it. 


"The F athers ! my beloved Bethe 1 
let not an unlimited reſpect to the name 
bear us away. Doubtleſs they were, 
many of them, excellent men, zealous 
faithful champions of the Goſpel, and 
undaunted in expoſing the abſurdities 
and frauds of the Pagan Worſhip. But, 
with all, they were men men, who 

; might be miſtaken —— and who, as far 


as appears to us, were aQually miſtaken i in 
certain matters. | | 


And therefore, although juſtly, are 
they to be conſidered, as competent wit- 
1 neſſes of what opinions and practices 
had 


632 


had place. in the Church in the reſpec- 
tive ages in which, they lived, yet as to 
he authotity of the ſevetal doctrines, 

which. they taught, as far, as they ſtand 
ſupported by the authority of the Holy 
Seripture, ſo far only do they claim 
reverence from us. But ſhould they ſay 
what the Goſpel has not ſaid, ſafely 
may we anſwer with St. Paul, 5 though 
< an- angel from heaven preach- any other 
< Goſpel unto us, than that, which Chriſt 
* and his Apoſtles have ag unto us, 
let him ws accurſed !” () 


Hoy er, not to charge this Father 
with 3 which never, der to 


power of abſolution. they. experi, from 
That, on which your Church . laid 
her facrilegious hold. | 


- It appears, that, it was: the. early. care 
of the Chriſtian Church, upon che en en 


creaſe 


* 17 


| («) Galat. i. $ 


( 33 ) 


* or its members, to eſtabliſh regu- 
lations, both. for the more effectual pre- 
ſervation of public order, and for the 
enforcing of that purity of manners, 
which is eſſential to the 3 of 
Chriſt. 


* wn 


i we fad, that thi Sha 
were defirous of being admitted to make 
the baptiſmal vow, were | firſt. to go 
through a long courſe of discipline and 
inſtruction. They were, generally during 


the ſpace of three years, to give convincing 
proof of the ſteadfaſtneſs of their reſolu- 


tion to Walk in newneſs of life, and of 
their being well verſed in, and tho- 
roughly petſuaded of, the fundamental 
afticles of the Chriſtian Faith. And 
then, in ſignification of their being in- 
oorporated into the Church of Chriſt, 
and as. the ſeal of their former ſins be- 
ing fully remitted to them in his name, 
they received baptiſm. 


(34) 
But ſuch is the. frailty of the 
— heart —— the vow, by which 
they had thus bound themſelves, was 
not always of ſtrength, ſufficient either 
againſt the terrors of perſecution, or the 
ſolicitations of the paſſions. Many fell 
away in the Times of danger, to which 
the Church was then often expoſed ; 
and many, through the ſeduQion of 
the appetites, returned to the exceſſes, 
which erat * | Ae wag _ their 


The Church therefore, WN 3 to caſt 
away altogether thoſe, who had thus ſtray- 
ed from her fold, and yet apprehenſive, 
that too caſy a lenity might to ſome give 
offence, and to others prove an encourage- 
ment to fin, ordered certain. rules to be 
obſerved, for the bringing back and the 
reconcilin 8 of them, who: fell * Nw 


(w) Vid. Can. Conc, Nicaxxi et AxcrxENI. 


% 


. (35)) 


And to this purpoſe were the Ex- 
communications and Penitences of the 


- primitive ages of Chriſtianity that 


they, who were capable of being reclaim- 
ed, might by an wholſome ſever ity 


5 © be ſaved from perdition or * that, 


© by the final lopping off of thoſe mem- 
bers, whoſe tainted ſtate forbad all 
hopes of recovery, the health of the 
l 3 might be conſulted. : 


And indeed it is evident, that, even 
in the days of the Apoſtles, it was cuſ- 
tomary to chaſtiſe notorious offenders 
by Teproot, 0 (s) and © ſharp rebuk- 
« ings,” (y) or, in caſes of extraordi- 


nary guilt, as in that of © Hymeneus = 


« and Alexander,” (2 and in that of 


the © inceſtuous Corinthian,” KO] who 


Rnd 


E 2 had 


(*) Eenxs. v. 17. 


% (y) Tirvu 8 i. 13. . | 5 1 


(2) 1. T1M« i. 20. 
(e) k. Con. v. 5. 


(36) 
had married his father's wife, by < deli- 
e vering them unto Satan, that is, as it 
ſeems moſt likely, by dunilhing them with 
ſome ſevere bodily infliction, by cauſing 
the ſentence of condemnation pronounced 
againſt them to be attended with ſome 
miraculous viſible effect, by virtue of 
that power, with 7 the A 1 were 


endowed. 


But, however it may have been with 
regard to the Apoſtles, it is Plain from 
the manner, in which the primitive 
Church dealt with her lapſed children, 
of what nature were her Cenſures and 
* | | 


| Now, | in war ng to this matter there 
are four Particulars, which deſerve your 
eſpecial notice - the circumſtances of 
the Crime, which was the object of Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cenſures the puniſbments, 


to which the Church ſubjected her Peni- 
in what manner, and in con- 
| ſequence | 


tents 


6379 
ſequence of what, theſe Penitents were 
admitted to Abſolution and, fourthly, 
what was the value of the Abſolution, 
to which they were admitted. 


As to the object of Eccleſiaſtical Cen- 
ſures — it was only of ſuch Crimes, 
as were of public notoriety, and by 
which ſcandal had been occaſioned; that 
the Church took cognizance. The ſet- 
tling of the private accompts of Con- 
ſcience ſhe did not interfere in, but by 
general exhortations and inſtructions. 
Neither was any perſon under the ne- 
ceſſity of laying open every guilty ſecret of 
bis heart to the inſpection of a Confeſ⸗ 
ſor. 


A finner 


00 1 vid. Gs ad c. 19. AA. et in 5 ad Epiſt. 

Hieronymi ad Ocean de obitu Fabialae, et in Method. 
Theel, — Vid. etiam BEAT. RRAN pragfat. ad Fer- 
tullian. de Poenit. Even Gratian the Compiler of 
the ſuppoſed Decretals acknowledges, that Private Con- 
feſfion is not of Divine inſtitution. — Voyez L'ExgaxT 


Preſervarif, T. 2 Let. 8. „ 
8 "Hoke 


N 


( 38 . 
A finner might, doubtleſs, for the eaſe 
ef his conſcience, or for the ſake of advice, 
reveal of his own accord what crimes 
he had been guilty of. (c). And in caſes 
of private offence. between man and man, | 
confeſſion and reparation might certain- 
ly be made to, and pardon aſked of, | 
the perſon injured. I only mean, that 
theſe were not the ordinary matter of 
the Church's Cenſures, and ſeldom, if 
ever, brought before her, in her earlier 


1 


Innocent III, in bis 4th Council of Lateran 1215, 
firſt impoſed by law the neceſſity of private conſeſſion. 
Fo him alfo the world ſtands indebted for the eſtabliſh- 
ment of the tribunal of Inquifition, and of Tranſubſtan- 
tation as an article of faith; and he is faid to have been 
the firſt, who granted plenary indulgences. So that this 
Pope ſeems to have been more inſtrumental than any 
of his predeceffors, in riveting on mankind the Yoke of 
papal Superſtition. Did ever Pontiff deſerve. “2 
tion by more ſignal ſervices ? 


(e W Or1GEN- Hom. 2. in Pſalm : 37. 


( 39) 
I alſo appears, that in after-times vo- 
luntary confeſſions were often practiſed, 
in order to the taking off the weight of 
the Cenſure, to which the ſinner, upon 
che diſcovery of his crime by any other 
method, would have been expoſed; fa- 
vour being generally ſhewn to thoſe, who, 
of their own motion, and previous to 
any detection, came and acknowledged the 
evil, which _ had done. Ron 


. we: a chat "x of the 
earlier Fathers were expreſs: in adviſing 
ſinners, when ſcandal had not been occa- 
ſioned, rather to confeſs themſelves to 
God only, than to bring the infirmities of 
private life, as it were, on a public theatre. 
before an hard- judging and N 8 
world. n 
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(a4) Expende CRRVYSOSTONM. in Homilia 2 in Pſalm. 

50. Homil. 8. de Poenit. Homil. 5. de Incomp., Nat. 

Da, Hemik +. de Lazaro; et multis aliis locis m_— 
os) de Confe oa; videndic. 8 
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The firſt infticution of. private con 
U (e) though not enjoined, by, any 


law, was, on account of the numbers, 


that: had lapſed. in the perſecution under 
Darius, (J) which was in the year of 
Chriſt. 2 53; certain perſons, through, ex- 
eels... of rigour, charging the Church with 
the encouraging of. Apoſtacy, by read- 


mitting thoſe, who, during the late 


ftorm, had abjured | Chriſtianity. .. And 
therefore many of the Lapſed were 
fuffered to perform penitence in private, 
ſtead of the public forms, which bad 


he 0 Nr obſerved. 


lt 


Thus alſo 8 — e &s 1 if 


Fo This ted Leer, dc ir @rdrrw ond weprver 


To vue Tis buxancies To duagrize key yoraus. 
SozoMEN. Hiſt. * 1. 7. c. 16. p. 259. 5 Reading 
Cant. 1720. | 

( Or private pennance -— renden and pen- 
nance are in the early Ecdeſatica) Writers- terms of 
like import: n _ A" * 9 f 
tentiy. * L 

(Of Socrar; Hp. Baby L 5. © 9. * 2 


- 


3 


(41) 
It was alſo in many cafes found ne- 
ceſſary to conceal the crimes of the Pez 
nitents. from public notice, their Confeſ- 
fions before the Church laying them 


to the reſentment of thoſe, who, as ap- 
peared by what they acknowledged, had 
been injured by them. (g) | 


? 


Scandalous diſcoveries were alſo made, 
which expoſed the Church to much ob- 
loquy. On which account all Eccleſiaſ- 
tical Confeſſions of whatſoever kind ceaſed 
in the Church of Conſtantinople. under 


were required to make their confeſſion to 
God only. (5) Ws ” 
2 | Secondly, 


g Vip. LEonis Epiſt. 80 ad Epiſc. Companias. 

(5) Sock ar. Hiſt. Eccl. I. 5. c. 19. p. 286. & jeg. 
SOZOMEN.. I. 7. c. 16. p. 299 Nectarius, ſays Socra- 
tes expreſsly, was induced by the advice of Eudaemon 
a Prefbyter N H Top 67} ve Hhhiiac meerCs- 
vier ovy apices If trace 28 1% ourudor! Twp 
burner hr, © to remove the Office of Penis 
Let. _— Ts F 5 60 tentiary 


ſometimes open to civil proſecutions, or 


the Patriarch Nectarius, and the people 
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(42) 


- Secondly, with: regard to the puniſh- 

= ments inflicted they were purely 
eccleſiaſtical, and had reference altoge- 
ther to thoſe things, about which the 
power. of the Church is properly con- 
verſant, (i) conſiſting in a * ſuſpenſion, 

or, if the crime was flagitious, a * total 
cutting off, of the guilty perſon, 
from communicating with the faithful. 
And if the Delinquent was of the Cle- 
rical Order, he was . | 


But 


< tentiary, and to permit, that every perſon, according 
* to the dictates of his own conſcience, ſhould partake 
c of the Sacred Table.” Baronius and Bellarmine have 
laboured much to give a different turn to this matter. 
But our Hooker, who may be conſulted, has fully expol- - 
ed all their eraſions. See Ecclefiaſt. Polit. B. 6. p. 308. 


(i) Vid. Launoir Epiſt. part. ſept. Epiſt. 10 et 11; 
Cant. 1689. M. Launoi, in the laſt of the pieces here 
referred to, mentions a remarkable alteration made in 
: the. Collect of the Feſtival of St. Peter's Chair, which 
from the days of Gregory I to Clement VIII ran thus, 
Deus, qui beato Petro.Apoſtolo tuo collatis clavibus 
- « animas ligandi atque ſolvendi Pontificium dediſti“ — 
| but Clement VIII had the Milal corrected, and the word 


animas left out. 


is ? 


(48) 

— Bat as to any ſecular office, or the 
exerciſe of any temporal juriſdiction, it 
was no way affected by it, at leaſt 
in the earlier ages. In ſo much that, 
even ſo late down as the fifth Century, 
when Ambroſe Biſhop of Milan rejected 
from Communion the Emperor Theodo- 
fius, (E) on account of a bloody maſſa - 
ere executed by his orders at Theſſa- 
lonica, we find not, that even the moſt 
diſtant attempt was made to looſen the 
ties of allegiance, by which the. nations 
of the Roman Empire ſtood bound to the 


cenſured Prince, « 


* 


Sorry I am, however, to have it 
to obſerve, that the Church ere long; 
even in ſome inſtances before the 
cloſe of the fourth Century, had re- 
courſe to Means of another nature, and 
was not aſhamed to call in the aid of 
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( 44) 
the Civil Power to inforce - her - Cen- 
lures. 5 c 


* 


This nevertheleſs was at firſt done 
in a more ſparing and covert manner, 
and is rather the crime of later and 
more corrupt ages. As to the firſt days 
of the Church they ſtand altogether clear 


of it. 
To return therefore to theſe, _—— 


If the finner was obdurate, and de- 
Hed her cenſures, he was conſidered as 
an alien, and the Church had no farther 


concern in him. 


But if the Sinner expreſſed ſorrow 
for what he had done, and applied to 
the Church for forgiveneſs, he was 
made to go through much humiliation, 
and to paſs through a long and ſevere 
trial, 'before he could be readmitted to 


the Station, which he he held in the 


| Church before his A alex. 
The | 


(45) 
The account, which hiſtory gives us 
of the manner of theſe 1 trials, well 
deſerves our notice, and may help to 
diſcover, what was the nature and 
the © intention' of the Excommunications 
of thoſe primitive days. 


They, who had been guilty of crimes 
very enormous, were for a length of 
time, in proportion to the degree of 
guilt, to remain, during the celebration 
of divine ſervice, without the Church- 
porch, falling down at the feet of thoſe, 
who were entering in ; acknowledging (1) 
and bewailing to them with many tears 
the fin, of which they had been guilty ; 
and beſeeching them to affiſt them with 
their prayers, and to intercede. with the 

Church 


(1) This acknowledgment or confeſſion of guilt was 
continued during the whole time of pennance, and there- 
fore, are the ſeveral Acts of Penitence compriſed by 
the antient Writers under the common name of BE:us- 


vun, den See above P. 40. note (e). 


(46) \ 
Church in their behalf. Whence the 
Penitents of this Claſs were called the 
Weepers, (m) and the Church-porch the 


1 of Weepin g. (2) 


When they had continued here dur- 
ing what time was judged neceſſary, in 
order to render it an awful warning 
to others, and to make a due impreſ- 
ſion on their own minds, they were 
then admitted into. the lower end of 
the Church, where they had the oppor- 
tunity of hearing the Scriptures read and 
the Sermon preached. For which rea- 
fon this Place was called the Place of 
Hearing, (o) and this Claſs of Penitents 
the Hearers. (p) on 
- The 


(n) Tigooxaetorres — Vid. SUICERI Sac. Obſervat, 
c. 1. et Theſ. Ecclefiaſticum.. | 
(v) Nigboxaauerg — See WHELER's uct 1 the 
Churches of the primitive Chriſtians, — Vid. et 
Lon EM ALLATIUM de Templ. Graecorum, 
(0) *'Anelaors. | . 
(p) "Angoaptrore 9 


(47) 
The next Claſs were the Kneelers ot the 
Proſtrate Penitents, (q) ſo called, becauſe 
they were permitted to remain, after the 
Hearers were diſmiſſed, and to partake 
ef the prayers, which were offered for 
them by the Biſhop and the people, 
who proſtrated themſelves along with 
them, and prayed over them with many 
tears and. lamentations, (7) imploring 
the Divine Mercy in behalf of them. 
On which account that part of the 
Church aſſigned to them, which was 
about the middle of the Nave, near the 
Pulpit or Reading-Deſk, (s) was named 
the Place of r e (7) | 


8 Fo The 


(0 "TroTinrTovTss. 
(r) Vid. SozomeN- Hiſt. Bcdl. l. 7. G 16, p. 330 
— et Valeſium in loc. praed. 
(5 "AuCoy. IRE * 2 
(t) *Tairrorg. This whole matter of the Stations 
of Penitents is ſet forth by Bellarmine in a very imper- 
fect and erroneous manner: he even ſeems not to have 
2pprehended the import of the expreſſions of the Greek 


| Fathers. —— Vid. BELLARM, de Poenit, |. 1. c. 32. 
Edit. 


(48) 
The laſt Order of Penitents were 
they, who were permitted to remain 
after the diſmiſſion of the other Peni- 
tents, and had their place near the 
Communion table, where they ſtood to- 
gether with the Faithful, joining in the 
common prayers at the Celebration of 
the Euchariſt, but were not allowed to 
partake of it. Whence they were called 
the Co-ftanders. (2) 


It may perhaps be thought, that this 
accurate Claſſing of theſe Penitents muſt 
have been the work of more peace- 
able times, than the Church at firſt en- 
joyed. And ſo indeed it ſeems to have 
been; hiſtory not giving us an exact 
account of this matter, till towards the 
4th and 5th Centuries. And it muſt 
alſo be confeſſed, that the Aſſigning 


| of the different Claſſes of Penitents to 
: ; theſe 


(s Eorireutror, Zuric orie — the Part of the Church 
in which they ſtood, was called Evgaris. 


(49) 
theſe ſeveral Stations ſpeaks Buildings far 
more- elegant and extended, than the 
Church appears in her earlier days to 
have been poſſeſſed of, when their Hou- 
ſes of prayer were nothing more than 
the uppet chamber of ſome private dwel- 
ling, and frequently the depths of woods, 
or ſome cavern, or ſecret incloſure, where 


the remains of their Martyrs had been 
depolited. (w) | 


guiſhing of theſe Penitents may have 
been wrought into a more finiſhed form 
in better days, yet from the Apoſtolical 
| and other antient Writings may we ga- 


ther, that ſomething analogous to it was 


in uſe even during the firſt Ages of the 
the Church. And furely _ place 
"Tet. III. G "np 


oy has 8 the ceo of Caecilius i in Mi- 
nucius Felix, ſpeaking of the Chriſtians of thoſe days, 
* cur nullas aras habent? nulla templa ?” — Vid. Mix. 


Fer, Gronovii Fe TOR nr Vid. etiam ARNOBIUM 
ad Gent, l. 6. ; N 
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But nevertheleſs, though the diſtin- 
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time of probation, to which Penitents 


Murderers alſo in the earlier ages were 


6„ nn 
may have been ſufficient for the purpoſe, 
when merely the not being admitted 

* into the Congregation of the Faithful, 


or at leaſt © the not being allowed to 
© participate of the Sacred | Elements,” 


were deemed the ſevereſt of puniſh- 
ments, | * 


* 8 have mentioned to you," that the 


were ſubjected, was ſhorter or longer, 
in proportion to the heinouſneſs of the 
crime, for which the pennance was 
performed. They, who had been guil- 
ty of joining in the Pagan Sacrifices 
from ambitious views, or in compliment 
to them in power, were in the firſt ages 
hardly ever received again, and never, 
until after a long and ſevere pennance. (x) 
To them, who had facrificed thro' dread 
of. torments, more lenity was ſhewn. 


to 


(x) Vid. Cone, Nic. Can. 11, 12. 


(158) 
to. perform pennance, as long. as they 
lived. Succeeding times mitigated the 
matter : this mitigation nevertheleſs was 
but inconſiderable; for we find by Gre- 


gory of Nyſſa, who lived in the fourth 


Century, that Criminals gi this rank 
were to have their ſtation nine years at 


the place of Weeping, and nine years 


more among the Hearers. ()) 


It appears, however, that thoſe, whoſe 
crimes were of a leſs flagitious nature, 
were not obliged to paſs through all 
theſe different Stations, but were only re- 
moved for a time from Communion, 
according to the circumſtances of the 
caſe, into the Claſs of the Co-ſtanders, 
or perhaps into that of Proftration. And 
the Advancing likewiſe of the ſeveral 


Penitents from one Claſs to another 


never had place, but in conſequence of 


G2 EI. the 


(3) Vid. GREGoR. Nyſen. T.-2, p. 120. — ef 
Morin, de Peenit. l. 6. c. 3, 4. ö 
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(52). 
the apparent alteration wrought in them, 
, cecording to which the time of peni- 
tence was either abridged or extended. 
So that they of the Claſs of the Hear- 
ers were not to be brought forward 
into that- of the Proftrate Penitents, un- 
til there was reaſon to believe, that 
they had advanced in amendment. 


And throughout this whole courſe of 
humiliation, it was alfo cuftomary for 
the Penitents, eſpecially for thoſe, whoſe 
guilt. had been moſt flagrant, to ſhew 
forth the ſincerity of their repentance 
by their neglected garb; and often by 
loathing themſelves with ſackcloth, and 
ſprinkling aſhes on their heads; by a 
dejection of countenance; by a total ab- 
ſtaining from delicacies and all feſtive 
indulgences; and, in a word, by all 
thoſe external ſorrowings, which are 
ſuppoſed to indicate a wounded ſpirit. 
Not that the primitive Church appears 


( 53) 
to have thought, there was any intrinſic 


an heart ik affected. 


of Pennance the Sinner is by the Greek 
Writers ſaid * to be reconciled to the 
“Sacred Myſteries” - 


©« to obtain re- 


« Sacred Elements” (2) that is 


of manners and ſeemingly-undiſguiſed af- 


ſuſpenſion ſhe had laid him under. 


(2) Farexrayivas 11 761, urn Can. 7. 


Yi Toy dyior e Aga were WHouonGyuon. 
—BALSAMON ad praed. Can. p. 605, 


virtue in theſe things, but, in theſe 
days of fimplicity, they were looked 
upon as the artleſs expreſſions of a diſ- 
treſſed mind, the unſtudied 1 of 


And by means of theſe ſeveral Acts | 


& admiſſion to the participation of the 
the Church, from the long-tried change 
fliction of the Penitent, thought ſhe 


had now ſufficient teſtimony of his 
amendment, and therefore took. off the 


And i 
- - - 


Carthag, een rafa x, ie pard- · 


E 
3 


And this in the language of the Latin 
Fathers: is ONE + * the: having performed 
* ſatisfactionꝰ — that is, as appears 
from many wn them, (a) the having 
performed ſatisfaction © to the Church“ 
the humiliation and penitential life of 
the tranſgreſſor had made compenſation 


to the Church for the offence given 
by him, and convinced her of the ſin- 


cerity of his cepentance. of. 


The 


"_ Vid. AuGUsT. in Enchir. c. 65. — et Hiznox, 


in 16. 

(3) © Vocarunt ut plurimùm Satisfactionem,” ſays 
Calvin very truly, non compenſationem, quae Deo 
cc redderetur, fed publicam teſtificatipnem, qua, qu 
* Excommunicatione mulctati fuerant, cum in commu- 
<& nionem recipi vellent, Eecleſiam reddebant de ſus 

<-poenitentia certiorem : indicebantur enim illis poeni: 
ce tentibus certa jejunia, et alia, quibus ſe prioris vitae 
ec yere ct ex animo pertaeſos eſſe approbarent, vel potiùs 
cc priorum memoriam obliterarent; atque ita dicebantur, | 
e non Deo, ſed. Eccleſiae, ſatisfacere . Inſtitut. 

J. 3. c. + par. 39. See alſo en fe 1 
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The Church of Rome, however, un- 
derſtands this matter in a ſenſe very 


different. She has, indeed her Pennan- 
ces and her Satisfactions. But then 


theſe Pennances are performed after Ab- 
ſolution given. And the uſe of them i 1% 
not *'to recover from gulf, for that is 


ſuppoſed to be already done away by 


the virtue of the Abſolution; but, to | 


© clear off the debt due to the Juſtice of 
© God' —— they are ſatisfat#ions made to 
him. * 58 


| The preciſe import of words I wiſh 


not to debate about. But ſuch a ſtrange 


ſuperſtructure has been raiſed on this 


muſt-abuſed notion of Satisfaction, that 


I muſt deſire your attention with regard 
to. it. 


In our ſeveral fins we may be faid 
to do injury to God, whoſe Majeſty and 
Goodneſs we deſpiſe, and whoſe Laws | | 
we make light of — or to the Church, 


1 


e 


( 
which we offend and expoſe to reproach 
— or to our Neighbour, whom we 


Now to our Neiahbolir we may cer- 
| ea; in moſt caſes perform e ſatisfac- 
tion, by making him full recompence 
| for the wrong we have done him, or 
at leaſt ſuch recompence, as he is wil- 
bog to accept of. © SatisfaQtion' we 
may alſo perform to the Church, by 


expreſſing a deep ſorrow for what we 
have done amiſs, by earneſtly imploring 
ber forgiveneſs and reconciliation, and, 
eſpecially, by renouncing whatſoever ſin- 
ful practice cauſed the ſcandal, and 
walking thenceforward in newneſs of 
life. —— But as to performing ſatisfac- 
tion to God, how can this ever pro- 
perly be done? He has, doubtleſs, pro- 
miſed to accept the Offering, which 

| our Bleſſed Saviour made of himſelf as 

a facrifice for fin, and, in conſideration 


of that, te to forgive \ us our fins,” when- 
| eyer 


* 


(5p): 


ever we return unto Him truly and 


entirely. And in that ſenſe, and by 


virtue of that precious Offering, may 
© ſatisfaction' to his juſtice be ſaid to 
have been made. But how ſhall our 
© penitence,” and that ſuch a * penitence,” 
as we have to offer, always imperfect, 
and, even in the beſt of us, blemiſh- 
ed with many new tranſgreſſions — 
how ſhall that be ſaid to be a perform- 
ing of ſatisfaction to the juſtice of the 
Almighty ? 
knew not any ſuch do&trine. And if 


any manner of expreſſion in the Fathers 


of the Latin Church has. encouraged 
theſe notions, it is undoubtedly a man- 
ner of expreſſion exceedingly vague and 


inaccurate, (c) 
But 


(le) Bellarmine himſelf acknowledges, that many of 
the Fathers, eſpecially in their diſcourſes to the people, 
ſpake of this matter of Satisfaction in terms hyperbolical 
and extravagant — Vid. de. Poenit. L. 4. c. ID. eb 
fnem. 
J AM 
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6538) 
But the Church of Rome is well 
aware what ſhe is contending for. It 
is not the manner of expreſſion,” that 
ſhe is concerned about, but the gaixful 
doctrine, which the has found means to 


build on it. 


For obſerve 6 SatisfaCtions,” ſays 
Rome, are certain works, which we 
te perform, after we have been abſolved 
* from the bond of guilt, by way of 
ec diſcharging the debt we owe to the 
«Juſtice of God, and of preventing the 
temporal puniſhments, which he might 
« otherwiſe inflict on us.” (4) Now 
the nature of theſe * fatisfations' de- 

: „ pends 
It is 3 . that many of the Fathers, even 
of thoſe quoted by Bellarmine, did not mean by their 
Satisfaction a compenſation made to the Divine Juſtice, 


but only the humiliation, by which the Sinner ſeeks to ob- 
tain pardon of God, the ſerrow, which he expreſles for 


his ſins paſt, and the reſolution he forms of leading a 


new life. _——— Vid. TERTULLIAN. de Poentt, et 


LactanrT. et CYPRIAN. paſſim. 
(d) Vid. BzLLAaRM. de Poenit. l. 4. c. 3. & leq. 


( 59) 
pends in great meaſure on the Prieſt's 


appointment. He may enjoin one. thing; 
he may enjoin another. The Church, 


tis true, mentions particularly Prayer, 
Almſgiving, and Mortification. But, how- 
ever, under theſe ſpecious titles the 
greateſt latitude is left to the Prieſt. 
He may command what length of pray- 
r, what portion and what ſpecies of 
Alms what ſeverity and what kind of 
; Mortification, of Labour, of Peril, he ſhall 
pleaſe. And whether he. makes your 
f atisfying' of God to depend on the 
© endowing of a Church, or on the 
deſtroying of an Heretick, (e) how can 
ye, without renouncing the religion, in 
which ye have been educated, refuſe 
to comply with his injunRtions ? as 


Let us, however, ſuppoſe, that theſe 
exceſſes were never to have place, and 
— 


vid. Tavan. I. 96. 
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N pour forth our ſouls in prayer to God, 


been formed, and by whoſe providence 


ſituation, whatſoever qur fortunes are; 


of guilt, or reſtored to the glad proſpect 


bes) 


that by "IVEY Almſgivin g. Ny Mortiß- 
cation, nothing more is to be under- 
ſtood, than what the artful palliations of 
ſome of your Doctors would inſinuate. 
And let us ſee, whether theſe © Satisfac- 
tions can ever anſwer the end ye ex- 
pect from them. 


And certainly; in the Git place, to 


who is the prime ſource of every bleſ- 
ſing we enjoy, by whoſe hand we have 


we are ſuſtained, is a duty indiſpenſably 
incumbent on every one of us — it 
is indeed one of the nobleſt exerciſes 
of the human mind zit dignifies, it 
exalts us it is our joy in the day 
of proſperity it is our reſource in 
the day of affliction whatſoever our 


whether we are ſunk down by a weight 


of 


\ 


s 
of forgiveneſs, till is it He alone; who 
is truly © the light of our countenance,” 
and * the ſtrength of our falvation.” 
Even in the Dwellings of immortal bliſs, 
the glorified ſpirits, we are told, are in- 
ceſſantly addreſſing their ſongs of praiſe 
unto © Him, who was, and is, and is 
to come.” And ſhall Prayer then 
here below be numbered among the 
laborious works” (V7) of religion! ſhall 
it be laid on us, as the taſk of penitence ! 
and what is. the higheſt privilege of 
man, be deemed the penalty of fin! 


Beſides, what kind of prayers are 
they, which .are thus impoſed on you ! — 
the mere offering of the lips! the run- 
ning over on your beads a ſcore of Pa- 
ter-noſters perhaps, and ten ſcore of Ave 
Marias! the throwing out a length of 
ejaculations, on your bared knees, at ſome 
fainted ſpring, or ſuppoſed Martyr's cell! 
—_— | Four 


bs | Opera laborĩoſa. 
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your heart, all the -while, unimproved ! 
unaffected ! unconſcious of what you 


ate doing! — And to imagine, that this is 


the Serving of that God, who is Wiſdom 
and Truth! who, our Lord himſelf tells 


us, (g) © heareth not for our much 


« ſpeaking, neither delighteth in vain 
« repetitions ; but knoweth what things 
« we have need of, before we aſk 
& him! (5) 5 

As 


(2) Mart. vi, 75 $. . 
( A late French Prelate has en in a very lively | 
manner the contraſt between theſe, gentle Penitences, 
which the Church of Rome has introduced, and the ſe- 


vere Humiliations of the primitive days. © O mon Dieu, 
& en quel malheur ſommes nous tombez ! cela vient il 


4 de la cruelle indulgence de vos Miniſtres ou de la mo- 


<« lefſe et de la rebellion des penitens? Autrefois 
© trois ans de penitence pour une ſimple fornication ; 
cc aujourdhui cinq Pater, et cing Ave. Autrefois dix 
« ans de penitence pour un adultere; aujourdhui quel- 
<«'ques Pſeaumes penitentiaux et quelques jeunes. Au- 
< trefois une ſevere penitence pendant toute la vie pouſ 
un homicide ; aujourdhui quelques reparations civiles, 
cc et que ques prieres. Autrefois dix anneẽs de peni- 
| | "08 tence 


4 
Almſgiving and all 
work of mercy are, we have good rea- 
ſon to believe, well-ſeeming in the 


As to alms 


| fight of God, provided they are per- 
formed, not out of oſtentation, or ©* from 
regard to worldly motives, but from 
a true ſpirit of charity. But, are they 
not at all times, as far as our abilities 
permit, required of us? why are they 
. preſcribed here as a pennance? and 
ſhould the exerciſe of a duty, to which 
the human heart owes ſome of its no- 
bleſt delights, be repreſented as a pu- 
niſhment we. inflict on ourſelves? The 
recommending of Alms in this man- 
ner, as a Satisfaction to the Divine 


475: © 


«6 tence pour un Pretre debauchẽ et impudique, avant 
te que d'approcher de I Autel ; aujourdhui, lors qu'il sen 
« ſera confeſle, on lui permettra peu de tems apres de 
te celebrer la ſainte Mele.” - 
Prones de IoL x Cure de St. endes des Champs et 
depuis —_— dApen. T. 3. p. 35» 36. | 


| (64). 
© Juſtice,' may make the ignorant part 
of mankind fancy, that God is to be 
compounded with. And who knows, 
but ſcoffers may be induced to ſay, that 
religion is certainly a ſpecial contrivance, 
when the © bribing of the prieſt on 
earth is the ſureſt way of ſecuring a 


friend in heaven? 


In relation to Mortification — Every 
man doubtleſs is to bring his body into 
ſubjection by whatſoever | Means he 
finds of moſt efficacy to himſelf. But, 
nevertheleſs, may not the * general' re- 
commending of Theſe, as a Satisfaction 
© made to the Juſtice of God,” be fraught 
with many miſchiefs ? — has not ſu- 
perſtition often run the wildeſt lengths 
in this very career ? and may not 
ſuch a doctrine have deplorable effects | 


on the mind of a gloomy bigot ? (i) — 


Do 
ii) Tux. jy 88 —— Carattere de V'Abbe Paris, 


Annal. Politig. T. 2. Vi ie continute de Madame de 
| Bouri = 


665) 
Do not the very notions, which it im- 
plies, diſhonour, nay almoſt blaſpheme, 
the Almighty ? that we can ſatisfy him 
by voluntary ſcourgings, or by executing 
an our fleſh whatſoever a& of vengeance 
2 Confeſſor ſhall be pleaſed to enjoin 1 
to us that he has delight in offerings 71 
of this kind! and that an emaciated and 
mangled body is of price ſufficient to 
reconcile him to a mind carnal and un- 
cleanſed! (#) | 


True 


Baurignon Relation fur le Os par M. de 
MEAUX. 
9, The ſhuffling of ihe Church of Rome i is remark. 
Her Writers, in their controverſies with us, 
2 perſuade us, that theſe Satisfactions have merely 
regard to temporal ſufferings; yet whenever the oppor- 
tunity offers, and eſpecially in their applications to the 
people, they ſpeak of them in a much higher ſtyle. Nay 
the wily Bellarmine himſelf, even in his polemical works, 


where he ought to have laid on his colourings with 
ws art, has betrayed the ſecret of his Church : — 
uamvis autem Satis factiones noſtrae non ſint ex con- 
« digrio compenſationes mortis aeternae, ut ſaepe am 
Let. III. 1 . repetivimus, 
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True —— God viſits us for our tranſ- 
greſſions, and inflicts on us variety of 
calamity and pain — not that he, in- 
finitely merciful! has pleaſure in our 
ſufferings; but knowing in his wiſdom; 
what manner of diſcipline ſhall moſt 
effectually promote our amendment, he 
graciouſly diſpenſes unto us the chaſ- 
tiſements, of which, he ſeeth, we ſtand 
in need. And therefore, in the * vaunt- 
ing of our hearts, to ſubſtitute our will 
WS his - to attempt to do, of our- 
ſelves, uncommanded, that for him, which 
he alone knoweth how beſt to do 
is certainly a ſtrange exceſs of preſump- 
tion, and ſuch as muſt give dangerous en- 
creaſe to thoſe 1 inventions of men, 
33 N which 


& repetivimus, tamen Opeta laborioſa, quae cum De 
ce auxilio fiunt a poenitentibus, ſive ex congruo, five ut 
« diſpoſitiones, concur rere et prodſſt ad culpae remiſ- 
fonem, et mortis aeternae liberationem, Scrivturae et Pa- 
& {res per ſpicu? docent. De Poenit. I. 4. c. 12. 


See Bux NET on XXXIX Art. Art. 22. p. 329 
Fol. Edit. Dub. 
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> 
which already have nearly eaten out all 
religion. 


Even as to Faſting, in which kind of 
Mortification moſt of you make the 
chief part of your religion to conſiſt, 
and which, though properly belonging to 
perſons circumſtanced in a particular way, 
rather than to all in general, may neverthe- 
leſs in many inſtances be of excellent 
uſe both to the body and to the mind —. 
if, notwithſtanding, ye. carry not your 
views farther than the bodily ſervice, 
and have not reſpect to the benefit, 
which the mind may receive from this 
artificial lowering of the paſſions and 
appetites, ye make it, to ſpeak in the 
mildeſt terms, an unmeaning' obſer- 
vance, and in truth a detriment to re- 
"EW becauſe it takes you off from the 
regard you might otherwiſe pay to the 
ſubſtance of piety, by amuſing you with 
the « hollow form' of it. = 


12 | But 


But let us go back to the * ages 
of Chriſtianity. 


When the Gen as ye have alrea- 
dy ſeen, thought herſelf well aſſured of 
the ſincerity of her Penitents, they were 
abſolved —— that is they were re- 
admitted to the perfect, peaceable, and 
full, Communion of the Church, 


With this exception they of the 
Clerical Order, whoſe offences had been 
ſuch, as to make it neceſſary for them 
to paſs through the ſeveral ſtages of 
Public Pennance, were, though abſolved, 
thenceforth to communicate only as Lay- 
men and they, who were Laymen 
at the time of ſuch Pennance, were 
thereby rendered incapable of Holy 
Orders. (I) 


This 


(1) "Bip Kangnds Jud poco 2 lend alun, 
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This readmiffion of Penitents was 
performed by the Biſhop, to whoſe jus 
riſdition they belonged, by impoſition 
of hands. - Neither was it permitted, 
that a perſon removed from Commu» 
nion by one Biſhop ſhould be reſtored 
by any other, without the conſent of 


him, by whom he had aka * re- 
moved. * | | Bl 


It is likewiſe | remarkable, that, - ac- 
cording to the practice of the earlier 
ages, a perſon could not be admitted 
to penhance oftener than once in his 
lite (u) 


There 
7 


TW Xeigey 5 CAA 61 a - eye, 70 
Kayginos, xalatgsiolw. Mererenoas dd "ws Aale 
d%ον. Can. Apoſtol. 62. 

Vid. BEvVEREG. Cad. Can. vindic. I. 2. c. 7. 


(m) Vid. Gan,Apeſt. 12. et ann Cod. Can. 
vind. I. 1. c. 13. 


(n) Vid. Aud. Ep. 54 ad Maced. p. 92. Auna de 
Poenit. I. 2. 10. SOCRAT, I. 6. c. 21. | 
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There is alſo another particular well 
worthy. of notice. Sometimes it happen- 

ed, that Penitents were admitted within 
a ſhorter time, than the Canons of the 
Church ſpecified; which was done, ei- 
| ther — when. they were apprehended 
to be in immediate danger of death, at 
which time it was cuſtomary to admit 
them to reconciliation (0) or ON ac- 
count of the diſtreſſed and confuſed 
ſtate of the 3 in ſeaſons of per- 
ſecution (v9) in conſideration of 
ſome favourable r eee of an ex- 
traordinary nature in the caſe of thoſo 
under pennance (9) or out of re- 
gard to the interceſſions of Confeſſors, 
whoſe ſufferings were ſuppoſed to give 
them a right to intercede in behalf of 
Penitents (7) —— This ſhortening of 
| tho 


60 Vid. Eus kB. Hiſt. Eccd. 1:6. c. 44. 
 (p) CY RIAN. paſſim. 
ea Ne. Can. 1242. 
(r) Vid, AUG, ubi ſupra p, 93. 


(28 
the time of Pennance is by the Fa- 
thers of the Latin Church called by 
the name of Indulgence. And hence 
the origin of thoſe Indulgences, which 
the Papal See has made the means of 
much worldly gain (s): | 


But mark the difference, Theſe In- 
dulgences, in their primary and proper 
ignification, as ye may plainly ' ſee, and 
as ſome of the firſt men of your Church 
have frequently acknowledged, are no- 
thing more than the relaxation of cer- 
tain Canons, the remitting of ſome 
ecclefiaſtical penalty. (?) Whereas in the 
language of the Roman Pontiff his 
plenary Indulgences ſet free from all 
guilt, however enormous; 3 they extend 
beyond the grave; they prevail againſt 


(5) See the evaſive Arts made uſe of in relation to this 
matter in Seſſion 25 th of the Council of FORE" — FRA. 


PaoLo Conc. di Trento, 1.8. * 4 
(i) Cass Axp. Conſult. Art. 12. p. 103 Pot xp. 


de invent Rerum, I. 8. c. 1. - 


. 
the Almighty himſelf; and free even 
departed: ſouls from the pains, (2) which 
Divine Juſtice - would otherwiſe have in- 
flicted on them. And, if poſſible, 
yet more impious they have been bought 
at a prove at the price of money | (w) 

at 


10 See „ Anſwer to Waddeſworth, « e. 10 
Voyes auſſi Iſfructiont pour gagner le, Jubili, à Paris 
par Ordre de Monſ. VArcheveque 1683 — Not only 
the remifion of ſome temporal puniſhment, remaining 
due after the guilt is remitted, did the Popes pretend to 
grant, but the plenary and maſi plenary remiſſion of Sins 
So Boniface VIII grants non folum plenam et latgio- 
* rem, imo plenifiman, veniam peccatorum” ——— —- 
Boniface IX granted Indulgences © a Poeni et a Cul- 


« pa.” Clement X in't761 promiſed, upon Invoca- 
Lion of cetttin Saints newly canonized, a plenary remif- 


Gon of all fins at the time of death, 

(a Conſult Regulae, Conflitutiones, et Reſervation: 
Canal. Do. N. Leonis Papae Decimi, Romae 1514— 
and Taxae Cancellgriae Apeſtelicac et Taxa ſacrae Poni- 
tentiariae Apeſt. Silvae-ducis 1664 — in which the moſt 
enormous crimes are ſet at a price; an Inceſt at ſo many 
groiles ; a common Murder at ſo many; a Parricide at 
ſo many mare. It is remarkable, that they of Rome 


have been ſo alert in deſtroying all the copies of this 


* Alulicas, where-ever Ser coul lay ay why 
8 M, 


4.723) 
at the price often of deeds,” not to be 


thought of en 0 (x) 
I have 


them, that, though 4 times Speisel it is ſcarcely 
to be found in any of the Libraties abroad. And both 
at Rome and at Madrid they have put it in the Index li- 
brorum prohib. et expurg. pretending, that it has been 
falſified by ek — N r de W Art. 
Banck. 


Cardinal Bembo alſo tells us in his Hiſtory of Venice 
(l. 5.) that Alexander VI gave to the Venetians the Mo- 
ney ariſing from pardons ſold throughout the Venetian 
State, in order to enable them to carry on the war againſt 
the Turks, „ pecuniam ſacram, quam homines in im- 
« perio Veneto, ut criminibus et maleficiis obnoxii, ob 
* commilla, poſt "Marten, _ inferos poena libera- 

A xentur, — perſolx erent.”* | 


And Wharton in his Anglia Sacre mentions one John 
Giglis or de Liliis, an Italian, Biſhop of Worceſter in 
1457, to whom the Pope.had given a power to remit all 
fins, and to permit thoſe, who held any poſſeſſions ac - 
quired unjuſtly, to retain them, provided they gave ſome 


portion of them to the Pope's Commiſſaries or their Sub- 
ſtitute. | 


(x) Pope paſchal Il offered to Robert of Flanders the 
forgiveneſs of his ſins, on condition he ſhould put to the 
ſword the Eccleſiaſtics throughout the Diſtricts of Cam- 
brai and Liege, becauſe they were attached to the Em- 
peror Henry V —— Thel. Sedan p. W 604. — And 

N K Innocent 


=D + A 
1 have dwelt thus at large on theſe 
matters, both to ſhew you, what little 
refemblance theſe Papal Indulgences and 
Pennances and Satisfactions bear to thoſe 
of the Primitive Church, under whoſe 
venerable name Rome nevertheleſs ſeeks 
to ſhelter the ſeveral impoſitions ſhe be- 
guiles you with — and alſo, that you 
may be convinced, what the value of 
thoſe Abfotations, which, the Fathers of 
the firſt ages of Chriſtianity - thought 
themſelves impowered to diſpenſe. 


For here ye ſee, that this Courſe of 
Pennance, and this Readmifſion to the 
Communion of the Church, were not 
in thoſe firſt ages to be permitted to 
any man more than once. Can ye 
then imagine, that it is not poſſible for 
a man to repent more than once? 
« ; : 9 


innocent III offered to Philip Auguſtus of France the for- 
iveneſs of all his ſins, provided he took poſſeſſion of 
the kingdom of England, and drove thence king John. 

. Voyez L'Enfant Preſervatif. T. 2. p. 241+ 
See alſo what is related above of Julius II, p. 30. 


I. 


( 75 ) 


ar that, if he lapſes again, his repen- 
| tance, however ſincere, ſhall never bg 


accepted + again in heaven? or 
are we to * that the Fathers 


thought this? No ſuch matter. 
They themſelves aver the contrary.— 


But theſe ſeverities were obſerved, leſt 


by - the repeated reconciliations of the 
fame perſon the Cenſures of the Church 


ſhould at length be held cheap, and 


Prove of leſs efficacy, 


Beſides ; why theſe ſeveral Stations of 
Penitents ? ? and why this length of time, 
before the ſinner was to be reconciled ? 


| —— Surely, not becauſe it was deemed 


impoſſible, that Offenders ſhould be 


brought to a due ſenſe of their guilt 


within a ſhorter ſpace, and without all 
theſe continued hymiliations —— but that 
theſe awful procedures might raiſe in 
the minds of all an abhorrence of fins, 
which they ſaw the Church hold in 

= 2 


ſuch 


- 
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ſuch high deteſtation, and which were 
animadverted on in ſo ſevere. a man- 
ner. 0 | £ ; | ; 


Whence alſo was it, that the Biſhop 
of one Church was not to receive a Pe- 
nitent, who had been removed from 

_ Communion by the Biſhop of another 
Church, without the expreſs conſent of 

3 him, by whom he had firſt been re- 
moved ? is it not plain, the deſign 
of this was, that his repentance might 

be fully known in the place, where 


ſcandal had been given? and that the 
ſame Church, which had been offended 


by his ſin, might again be —_ by his 
| amendment! ? 


Take notice, with all, that of thoſs, 

who were under this bond of excom- 

' munication, or deprivation of the privi- 
leges of the Lord's table, there were 
ſiome, of whoſe amendment the Church 
had, avowedly, conceived the faireſt 
hopes ; 


67+) 
hopes; as in the caſe of the Co- 
ſtanders, to whom every eccleſiaſtical 
benefit was allowed, that of communi- 
© cating” wed 8 . 


N ay Ether —— ſo very a 
was their opinion of thoſe, who had 
humbly ſubmitted to the courſe of pen- 
nance impoſed on them, that, in caſes 
of apparent danger from ſickneſs, they 
had abſolution, or, in other words, 
were admitted to communicate, though 
they. had not yet fulfilled their time of 
pennance. And nevertheleſs, upon their 
recovery they were to return again to 
whatever was their ſtation of penitence 
before their ſickneſs. 8 


The Clergy aw why al but in 
part? why not releaſed from the ſen- 
tence of, degradation, when readmitted to 
the communion and fellowſhip of the 


Faithful Tg was this to imply, that, 
how 


* 
; 9 LN 
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how ſinecre and earneſt ſoever their re- 
agua they were to he forgiven but 

” before God? or rather was not 
Big limitation deviſed altogether by 


man, and merely relative to the 


Oeconomy of the Church here below ? 


It appears likewiſe from the Writings 
of ſeveral of the earlier Fathers, that 
theſe ſevere ſentences of the Church 
were not of a vindictive nature; they 
were not defined to make heavier the 
' condemnation of them, againſt whom 
they were pronounced. Neither was it 
intended, that they, whom the Church re- 
jected, ſhould therefore be abſolutely re: 
jected by God. On the contrary, theſe 
very acts of ſeverity are often ſpoken 
of as & medicingl,” as © means of correc- 
tion, as © means of amendment.” (y) 

Even 


Oo dene Celgniles! larfiier 40 eerie oy ella 
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(79) 


Even the © delivering unto Satan, wy 
which, whatever is the preciſe meaning ft 
it, ſeems to have been an Excommunica- 
tion of the graveſt kind, was uſed by St. 
Paul, that they might learn not to blaſ- 

© pheme,” (z) that the © Spirit” of him, 
who was thus delivered, might © 

« faved in the day of the Lord je- 
> * ſus,” (a) 


Judge therefore, my beloved brechen 
whether - theſe Ex communications and 
Abſolutions of the primitive days could 
have been aught but © Exercifes of dif- 
' cipline, Acts purely of * eccleſiaſtical 
E ufed by the Church — 
yl « jnſtruments of government. 
* as to ex communicate was only 
the cutting off from the fellowſhip 
and communion of. the faithful bere 
' below; whether, in like manner, * to 
c abſolys 


. 


(2 1. Tim. i. 20. 
{@) 1. Cok. v. 5. 


( 3% 


| *.abſolve' muſt not altogether have been 
*the.: reſtoring to that ſame followſhip 
and communion bere below” thoſe, . 


had been thus cut off. 


This is x why eilent 1 the 
manner of abſolving of thoſe earlier 
ages. For although by this abſolving 
the penitent was reſtored to the Com- 
munion and full Fellowſhip of the 
Church, yet ſo far were they from 
| thinking, that this Eccleſiaſtical Recon- 
ciliation had done away all his fins be- 
fore God, that at that very time they 
offered. up their prayers to God,' that he 
would be pleaſed to receive him to his 
fatherly - mercy, and not to have his 
fins in remembrance againſt him. As 
to the Church, he was fully and finally 
abſolved. But as to God, they conſi- 
dered him as obnoxjous ſtill to puniſh- 
ment, and an humble ſuitor for for- 
giveneſs. One of theſe forms will beſt 

tell 


( 81) 


tell you, how far this Fathers of the 
Church thought theſe Abſolutions of theirs 


t have Efficacy 3 in heaven. 


Thus then prayed the Biſhop a at t che 
time of his e Penitents to Com- 
munion (3) —— . O Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
gon of the Living God, Thou Shep- 
« herd and Lamb, that takeſt away the 
Sins of the World, that forgaveſt the 
debt to the two debtors, and grantedft 
©remiſſion of fins to the ſinful woman, 

and gaveſt to the ſick of the + palſy 
* both a cure and pardon of fins ; 
© remit, blot out, and pardon our fins 
« both voluntary and involuntary, what- 
ever we have done wittingly or un- 
e wittingly, by tranſgreſſion or diſobedi- 
* ence, which thy Spirit knoweth bet- 
* ter, than we ourſelves. And wherein 
„ ſoever thy Servants have erred from 
Let. HI. I 


(3) Liturg: | J acobi in Biblioth, Patr. Tom. 2; 


682 


« thy commandments in word or deed, 
« as men carrying fleſh about inn, 
« and living in the world, or ſeduced 

<© by the inſtigations of Satan, or what- 
© ever. curſe or peculiar anathema they 
are fallen under, I pray and beſeech 
< thy incffable Goodneſs to abſolve them 
with thy word, and remit their curſe 
c or anathema according to thy Mercy, 
O Lord and. Maſter, hear my prayer 
4 for thy Servants ; Thou, that forgetteſt 
e injuries, overlook all their Failings, 
& pardon their Offences. both voluntary 
and involuntary, and deliver them 
t from Eternal Puniſhment. ': For thou 


art He, that haſt commanded. us, ſay- 


te ing, whatſcever ye fball bind on Earth 
« ſhall be bound in Heaven, and whatſoever 
« ye fhall looſe on Earth, ſhall be logſed in 
ac Haben; becauſe Thou art our God, 
«the God, that canſt have mercy, and 
pa ſave, and forgive _; z and to Thee, 
1 8 « with 


| ( 33 ) 

* with the Eternal Father, and the quick 
« ening Spirit belongs glory now and 
ever, world without end, Amen.” (e) 


And jt even appears, that the indicative. 
form, or peremptory manner, of I ABSOL VE 
THEE was not in uſe, till towards the- 

13 th Century, (d) whatever pains Bellar- 
mine and others have taken to adjudge it 
to an earlier date; the Abſolutions of the 
preceding times, as far as we can trace 

them, being conceived in the ſtyle of 
prayers to God, in the manner of that, 


TREES: > of 


(e Although it may be juſtly queſtioned, whether the 
Liturgy, of which this prayer makes a part, was com- 
poſed by the Apoſtle, whoſe name it bears, yet it is a 
piece confeſſedly of great antiquity, and may well ſerve 
to the purpoſe, for which it is here produced, viz. to 
ſhew.the ſenſe and * of the Church in the earlier 
. | 
(A) beinnk⸗ s Anſwer to the Challenge Menne 85 
de Poenit. J. 8. c. 8, 9. | 


(3%) 
of which I have given you an in- 
ſtance. (e): IAG" 


And this notion of the Abſolutions 
of the Church ſeems to be fully con- 
firmed by what hiſtory mentions of the 
Sect of the Novatians, who warmly op- 
poſed the readmiſſion of thoſe, who 
had gone back to the worſhip of the 
Pagan Idols, whatever their repentance 
might appear to be; becauſe this lenity, 
they pretended, was a vicious relaxation 
of diſcipline, and encouraged diſſolute- 
neſs of manners. And nevertheleſs theſs 
very Novatians, far from dooming theſe 
Is to damnation, * avowed 

their 


(e) See Dr. Smith's Account of Gr, Church, p. 181. 
It appears from the Account given by Leo Allatius in 
3 letter to Morinus in 1644, that the Rite of Abſolution, 
as it was even then obſerved in the Grecian Iſlands, bare 
3 near reſemblance to the Manner of the Primitive Ages, 


” here mentioned. 
Vid, Antiquit Ectl. Oriental, Epilt 67. 


| 93 : 
their hopes of © their being admitted 
« to the mercies of God, who atone 


« can forgive fins;” (J) their ſalva- 


tion hereafter being, as they ſuppoſed, 
no way affected by the Bond of Ex- 
communication, with which they were 
bound, remaining unlooſed here below. 


. But, 


(f) © Novatus,” ſays the Hiſtorian, “ a Preſbyter 
« of the Church of Rome, ſeparated himſelf, becauſe 
« Cornelius Biſhop of Rome had admitted to Commu- 
« nion certain Chriſtians, who had joined in the Pagan 
« Sacrifices in the perſecution under Decius; and, after 
« his ſeparation having been advanced to the Epiſcopal 
« Dignity by thoſe of his party, he wrote to the ſeveral 
Churches 13 ideea Tous inirelux.ras tis 7d 
uvrbgie, and Torf wir durles dis perdroge” 
hy $8 ovy xm brergirur Oi, r du, 
141 ifovoiar Ixorrs ovyxogtr db En 
« not to admit to the Myſteries them, who had ſacri- 
« ficed, but to exhort them to repentance, and to leave 
« the Remitting of their ſins to God, who has ability and 
e power to remit ſins,” 


POCRAT, Flift, Eccl. J. 4. C. 28. P. 249. Cant. 1720. 
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dan work upon —— to ſuch a ſinner, 


(86), 


« But, then, ought not theſe Rebukes 
ce and Chaſtiſements of the Church to 
% be at leaſt received, as faithful decla. 
« rations of what mall follow in ano- 
« ther life to the finner, that repenteth 
ce not? and, at the ſame time, may 
% not the Reconciliation, which ſhe 
cc vouchſafes to them, who appear to 
et be converted, be looked upon as a 
« (pre earneſt of the mercy, that ſhall ” 
. revealed hereafter *— 


No doubt, my dearly W * 
thren, ſhould there unhappily be 2 
ſinner of heart ſo obdurate, as to ſtand 
out againſt all correction, whom nei- 
ther the reproof of man, nor the ſoli- 
citations of his own conſcience, nor 
the warning voice of God's ſacred word, 


doubtleſs, there remaineth nothing, but 
te a fearful looking for of * 


not 


6 

not becauſe man, but becauſe Gov, 
has pronounced againſt him becauſe 
HE, who cannot lie, has faid, that 
« the wicked ate an 1 abomination in his 


5 * 


n like manner, as to the Reoconellic- 
tions of the Church, ſuch Reconcilia- 
tions eſpecially, as thoſe, to which the 


Church in her early ages admitted her 


repentant children it may well be 
ſuppoſed, that a Sinner, whoſe repen- 
| tafice had been tried in ſo ſearching a 
manner, and of whoſe change of mind 
thoſe powerful proofs had been had, 


was truly a ſincere and * — 


©ed Penitent, And if truly © ſincere” 


and © heart- amended, no. doubt was he 


—— alſo. before. God — But mark 
it was not on the Reconciliation of the 


Church, that this Forgiveneſs was found- 


d it was founded on the pro- 
| - miſe 


o 
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far from it! i 
merely in . conſideration of that Repen- 


| heayenly mercies. (g) 


( 88) 
miſe of Him, whoſe truth is for 
ever and ever.” T he Act of the 


Church was only this — ſhe affirm- 
ed his acceptance with . God, becauſe 
he was, as far as to her appeared, in 


that ſtate of mind, to which God has 
promiſed | his divine acceptance. But 


then, it was not her affirming of this, 
that cauſed him to be accepted 3 
he was accepted, 


tance, to which God has been graciouſſy 
pleaſed though Chriſt Jeſus to aſſure his 


And 


| (g) The words of Bellarmine himſelf, in relation to 


© this point, are ſo-remarkable, that I muſt beg leave to 


de Poenit. l. 2. C12 —— 


quote them here 


in which endeavouring to prove againſtt he Lutherans, 
that Faith is not the only cauſe of the Remiſſion of our 
Sins before God, but that Contrition, or the Amendment 
of the heart, is rather the Cauſe, and after having al- 
_ a — of * from ſeveral of the Fathers, 


with 


Voit 
And therefore ſhould the Church, 
« not ſeeing as the Lord ſeeth, but 
induced, as ſhe muſt be, by appearances, 
Teſtore to her fellowſhip the ſinner, 
__ whoſe 


with regard to the virtue and efficacy of this contrition, 
he ſays . habemus igitur ex teſtimonlis veterum, 
« Contritionem ſive Poenitentiam vere cauſam efle juſti- 
te ficationis, cum peccata deleat, abluat, abſtergat, ſanet, 
« cum Deum placet, illi ſatisfaciat, ejus miſericordiam 
© impetret, ac ſuo modo mereatur” —— but though Bel- 
larmine felt all this, yet the zeal he had for the cauſe, he 
was engaged in, leads him in an infinite number of 
other places to explain away what the force of truth has 
here extorted from him, untwiſting with one hand what 
he immediately after twiſts again with' the other. But 
what his probity was fully appears, not to mention other 
inſtances, from the pains he has taken to blacken the ce- 
lebrated Berengarius Archdeacon of Angers, one of the 
Lights of the 11 th Century, and a ſtrenuous oppoſer of 
the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation (Vid. Bellarm. de Sac. 
Euch 1. 3. c. 8.) whom indeed the dread of torments, and 
the artifices of his enemies, forced at different times to 
renounce the opinion he had maintained (though the 


luaſt recantation of his Errors, as they are called, ſaid to 


have been made in 1079 under Gregory VII, is thought 
by many not to be genuine) but whoſe Character. is 
abundantly vindicated by Hildebert, arne, "0 
Tours, who had been his diſciple. þ 

Vid. OxTavin. Gram. Faſcic. Rer. expetrnld, et far 
fiend, repurg, opera Eduard. Brown. Tom. 2. 

Let. III. 


( 99 ) 

whoſe repentance is only in outward 
ſhew, and whoſe heart is till bound 
* in. the bond of iniquity” —— or ſhould 
ſhe continue to bar from her commu- 
nion him, who has truly forſaken his 
evil ways, and is walking in amend— 
ment of life —— ſhall ſuch an Excom- 
- munication avail againſt the One, or 
ſuch an Abſolution acquit the Other, 
before the throne of the Almighty ? 


No, my dearly beloved brethren 
believe it not! —— not, though all the 
Councils, that ever fat from the firſt 
ages of Chriſtianity, were unanimous in 
_ pronouncing the Sentence 

| Hear rather what the beloved diſ- 
ciple of our Bleſſed Saviour ſays unto 
us - « Little children, let no man 
. * deceive you. He, that doeth righte- 
e guſheſs,” be the award of human tri- 
bunals, what it may, is righteous, 


even as Hs is righteous. He, that 
| „ « committeth 


( gr}; 
40 committeth fin,” though ever fo fully 
abſolved here below, © is of the de- 
vil. (9 | | | 


In a word; Repentance is twofold — 
that,, which conſiſteth in the profeſ- 
ſion of the lips; in the free acknow- _ 
ledgment of our former miſdoings; in 
expreſſing an utter abhorrence of them; 
in acts of mortification; and in all 
that * garb' and language of diſtreſs, 
which are ſuppoſed to be the figns of 
an humbled and broken ſpirit; in vows 
of amendment; in appearing to haye 
put on a newneſs of manners. 


Exalt therefore the Prieſtly Power, 
as highly as you will, this is the only 
; Repentance, of which man can judge, 
and therefore the only Repentance, to 
which the Abſolution of man can have 
reference : | 


M3 But, 
5) 1. JonN iii. 6, 7. 


(92). 

But, Secondly,” there is that Repen- 

* tance,” which cannot be ſeen by any 
but the Almighty the thorough 
* converſion and unfeigned reformation 
of the mind,” which alone can give 
the due value to thoſe outward expreſ- 
ſions of penitence, and which if we have 
not, whatever may be the words of our 
mouths, or the ſemblance of our actions, 
we are worthleſs hypocrites in the fight 


5 of God. 


Aſk then your own hearts the queſ- 
tion of what efficacy can the Abſo- 
lation of man be, who muſt form his 
judgment merely by the verbal proteſ- 
tations, and outward guiſe of the Peni- 
tent, and who has ſo ſuperficial a know- 
ledge of that INTERNAL AMENDMENT, 
| without which there cannot be Abſolu- 
tion before God? 


1 ſhall now leave you to your own 


reflections, If you allow them fair ex- 
exciſe, 


(93) 
erciſe, they muſt tell you, what you are 
to collect from all this. 


Poſſibly ſome farther explanations may 
hereafter be found neceſſary. If ſo, I 
ſhall, with the divine bleſſing, take ſome 
opportunity of laying them before you; 
and am very ſincerely, 


My dearly Beloved, 


Your truly afettimnury 


Friend and Brother. 


on 4; 
1767. 
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